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and the popular and veteran star-actress  of the  Burg
Theatre.
Herr Schoenerer, who was formerly a baron, but who
was deprived of his title by the emperor at the time when
he was sentenced to a year's imprisonment for a violent
and unprovoked assault upon a Jewish newspaper pro-
prietor, declared in the legislature, to which he had been
elected on emerging from jail, that public opinion was
becoming outraged by the impropriety of the conduct
of the emperor. The scene which ensued defied descrip-
tion. Schoenerer was suspended, and had not steps been
taken to assure his protection, would have been subjected
to very violent treatment by the vast majority of the house,
which is intensely loyal to the emperor, and the members
of which resented criticism of his majesty's twenty years'
friendship with old Frau Schratt. Even the late em-
press herself did not regard as serious or dangerous her
husband's association with the actress. This is shown
by the fact that on two separate occasions she honored
Frau Schratt with a visit at the actress's villa near Ischl.
At the Austrian Court it is generally understood that what-
ever may have been the nature of the intimacy of the mon-
arch and the actress in the past, it is now nothing more
than a platonic affection between two old friends, the em-
peror being accustomed to spend half an hour or so with
this witty and amiable lady nearly every day. The actress
is a great favorite with the people at large, on account of
her devotion to the emperor, and for her tact in declining
to take any undue advantage of the favor which he accords
to her. Indeed, the degree of indulgence with which
Austrian society, as well as the masses, look upon this in-
timacy maybe gathered from the fact that one of the most •
popular photographs on exhibition in the windows of the

